Raring2Go great ideas for Christmas…

Maths Wrap – helping children “wrap up their times tables!”
A Yorkshire inventor has created a revolutionary new way of teaching children their times tables. Maths Wrap looks like an iPod and feels like a game, but it’s a powerful tool for building confidence and helping children understand the process of multiplication.
When Raring2Go went along to meet the inventor, Simon Deacon, a maths tutor and former naval engineer, he was full of enthusiasm for all things mathematical. “I noticed that many children struggle with learning their times tables from books,” he says. “I wanted to give them something more dynamic – something they could actually hold and play with.”
Maths Wrap uses the principles of kinaesthetic education: learning by doing something physical. “Many children learn best when they’re physically engaged, and doing something with their hands. It helps them process information,” says Simon Deacon. The ‘doing-and-seeing’ method also helps children recognise patterns of numbers in the tables they’re learning. Multiplication tables are the building blocks of mathematics: children who are confident with them find it easier to master complex problems such as division and algebra. “But the real beauty of Maths Wrap is that it’s fun to play with,” says Simon Deacon. “Once children get used to using their wrap, they soon start to see a great improvement in ability and confidence.” 
Maths Wrap has already won the approval of many teachers. “It will transform the learning of multiplication tables for children, both at home and in the classroom,” says Claire Davies, a Warrington deputy head.

The launch is the culmination of a five-year dream for its inventor. “I made the prototype in a shed in the back garden,” says Simon Deacon. “Since then, it’s been through quite a few changes, and lots of road-testing by hundreds of children. But the heart of the thing remains the same – that children should have fun with the fundamental process of learning their times tables.”
Simon also has a passion for getting children to appreciate why maths is the way it is now and is actively creating a new website to demonstrate maths history, fascinating facts, puzzles, games and competitions. Full details can be found on mathswrap.co.uk. Wrap up one of your children’s gifts with Maths Wrap!
(373 words, attached pics: Simon Deacon + Maths Wrap, Promo render + Marty Jopson)
Win a free Maths Wrap - prize draw competition:
You can split a pie into 8 pieces with 3 straight cuts….how? 

(Go on, try it for yourself, but not with a real pie!)
Put your answer on a postcard and send to:

Fact Wrap Limited

No.2 Wellington Place

Leeds

LS1 4AP

Closing date: (?)


Don’t forget to add your name, address and phone number.

6 lucky winners will each receive a free Maths Wrap!

Bullet Points for inclusion in article:

· Only £4.99- great value!

· Includes everything you need up to 12x table

· Free 16 page booklet packed with brilliant maths facts, puzzles, games and tricks to amaze your friends.

· Fun, simple, unique
· Confidence building

· Suitable for 7 to 11 year olds
· "Maths Wrap is great!..” Marty Jopson, TV Science Presenter - The One Show, What the Ancients Did For Us, Severn Stories, Brainiac and many others (Photo attached)

· "As a science communicator I work in three main field: presenting TV programmes, performing stage shows and building bespoke props for TV shows and museums. Maths plays an important role in everything I do - I'm delighted that Maths Wrap has been developed and I'm sure it will help many children - well done on a superb product."

NOTES FOR EDITORS
Kinaesthetic learning

Some experts estimate that half of all children are kinaesthetic learners. Professor Rita Dunn, of St John’s University New York, is one of the world’s leading experts on kinaesthetic learning (also called ‘tactual learning). She says: “Many (children) must write or use their fingers in some manipulative way to help them remember basic facts.” But it’s not just kinaesthetic learners who benefit from hands-on learning. In an online article, Professor Dunn says: “In 2000, O’Connell McManus reported that achieving high school students mastered required curriculum with statistically higher test scores when using tactual resources, than they did when taught traditionally.” To read the whole article, visit:

http://www.redorbit.com/news/education/256447/thirtyfive_years_of_research_on_perceptual_strengths_essential_strategies_to/
Maths teaching in the UK

On September 19, 2008, an Ofsted report criticised maths lessons in the UK: nearly half of all lessons are not good enough, and children are failing to grasp basic mathematical concepts. The report said: “Evidence suggests that strategies to improve test and examination performance, including ‘booster’ lessons, revision classes and extensive intervention, coupled with a heavy emphasis on ‘teaching to test’, succeed in preparing pupils to gain the qualifications, but are not equipping them well enough for their futures.” The government has announced it will introduce a range of measures, backed by £240m, to transform the standard of maths teaching in this country.

Entrepreneurial backing 

Maths Wrap was developed with help from design and manufacturing consultants, Pd-m International, of Harrogate: 44 (0) 1423 876387. 

MEDIA INFORMATION
Price: £4.99

Maths Wrap is available from November 1, 2008, from www.mathswrap.co.uk
For further information, contact: Simon Deacon 07967 385777 simon.deacon@mathswrap.co.uk
